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Task 1

[Question]

The school is going to offer some course for students to cultivate their
interests and talents in different fields. Which is the most attractive one for
you?

---making public speeches

---business

---photography

[Response]

If my school was offering some different skill-based classes, the one that

would interest me the most is public speaking.

First off, I just think public speaking is pretty scary. It makes me really
nervous when I go up and get in front of people. Usually, I forget my plan and

I stumble over my words and it just makes me feel really silly.
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So it’s a skill that I think I can improve a lot, but also I think it’s a skill
that’s important for many different facets of life. Obviously it’ll be important
for class with making presentations, but it’ll also be important for my career,
any career, when you’re having a job interview, or when you’re having a

company meeting and need to convince the company about what you’re doing.

Task 2

[Question]

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Friends can maintain
friendship even if they have arguments.

[Response]

Yes, I absolutely think that people can argue and still maintain a good
friendship. When I think back about my best friendships, it’s not just the
happy times that I remember. It’s the times when we were happy, the times we
were angry, the times we were sad, the times we were just bored. All of those
times come together to build the story of the friendship. Those are the things
that make the friendship strong.

Just building on top of that point, in fact, I think that it’s important for
good friends to argue sometimes. It’s important for friends to know what each
other really think, to be able to work out differences honestly, and still be able

to respect each other and maintain that friendship.
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[Question]

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

Governments and corporations should share all their scientific discoveries
with other countries in the world.

[Response]

It would be a wonderful world if nations could develop innovative
technology and share it openly with each other. However, it’s not realistic to
have both. We can choose to have a world where nations openly share
discoveries, or we can have a world where nations push science and
technology as far as they can go. I prefer the latter. I want to see how far we
can take technology, so I think nations and companies shouldn’t share all of
their discoveries.

Sharing discoveries would destroy innovation. It takes a huge investment of
resources and time to develop these scientific discoveries, and no one would
make that investment if it didn’t give them an advantage over their
competitors. NASA landed people on the moon because they were in
competition against the Soviet Union. Apple created the iPhone to dominate
the cell phone market. If companies and countries had to share all their
discoveries, then the individuals who made those discoveries would not
benefit from them and people would have no incentive to make discoveries.

On top of that, the advantages of scientific discoveries eventually do spread
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to everyone else. The original inventor profits from their idea for a little while,
but eventually their ideas are made public and competitors learn how to make
similar products. Henry Ford was the first to mass produce cars and that
made him rich for a while, but other companies soon caught up to him. This is
a good system. The inventor can profit from their idea, and then everyone else
benefits from their idea over time.

All of this is important because the world needs innovation now more than
ever. Today, we face global problems such as overpopulation, climate change,
water shortage, and so on. Sharing ideas might sound nice, but what we need
now is innovation, and we need it quickly. We only have a limited amount of
time before these problems overwhelm us. In order for people to quickly find
solutions, we need to offer them incentives to research those solutions. The
only way to do that is by allowing them to profit from the solutions for a while
instead of immediately sharing the ideas they worked for.

At first, it might seem like it’s better for the world if everyone shares all of
their discoveries. However, when we think about it in depth, it’s clear that the
opposite is true. When the world needs solutions, as we do right now, it’s
better for everyone if companies and countries are not forced to immediately

share their discoveries.
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1. If companies and countries had to share all their discoveries, then the
individuals who made those discoveries would not benefit from them and

people would have no incentive to make discoveries.
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2. When the world needs solutions, as we do right now, it’s better for everyone

if companies and countries are not forced to immediately share their

discoveries.
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On top of that, ...
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All of this...
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